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PCIC Vision and Scope *

A vision for a consortium emerged é to 

stimulate the collaboration of government, 

academia and industry to reduce 

vulnerability to extreme weather events, 

climate variability and the threat of global 

change. The consortium for climate 

impacts will bridge the gap between climate 

research and climate applications, and will 

make practical information available to 

government, industry, and the public.

* - Organizational Workshop (May, 2005)



Pacific Climate Impacts Consortium
www.PacificClimate.org

ÅLaunched 2005 ïBC MOE, BC Hydro, UVic

ÅApplications of research to management, 
planning, and decision -making

ÅPartner with research labs, impacts 
researchers and regional stakeholders

ÅSister organization to Pacific Institute for 
Climate Solutions www.pics.uvic.ca

http://www.pacificclimate.org/
http://www.pacificclimate.org/
http://www.pics.uvic.ca/
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Take Away Messages

ÅLots of biophysical information about climate is 

available for adaptation planning

ÅBC has been getting warmer ïparticularly night-

time lows, particularly winter/spring; precipitation is 

highly variable but has also been changing

ÅBC is projected to get considerably warmer, 

also wetter in wet season & drier in the dry season

ÅEcological and socio-economic impacts requires 

collaborationé e.g. impacts on wildlife habitat, 

resources, biodiversity



Climate Variability &         

Climate Change

Climate Variability

Short term : (years 

to decadal) rises 

and falls about the 

trend line (ENSO)

Climate Change

Long Term Trends or 

major shifts in 

climate: (centuries)

Normals
Climate Oscillations

Multi-decadal 

oscillations in 

regional climate: (e.g. 

PDO, NAO)

Normals
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BCôs Climate



La Nina 0.5 to 1 C cooler on average
PDO- up to 0.5 C cooler than average



BC 20th century: getting 

warmer and wetter



Night-time lows warming 

more than day-time highs



Night-time 

lows 

warming

faster in 

cold 

seasons


